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May 14, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder, that we cannot pickup curbside, all items will be serviced by drive-thru at the 

DPS Garage.  Students from Dowagiac Union Schools, Dowagiac Chieftain Heart, Choir, 

and Student Senate will be on-hand to help unload. Who though a junk day could be fun and 

beneficial to many Chieftain organizations. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski  

Spring work continues, spraying weeds, collecting/chipping brush, turning-on and adjusting 

irrigation, and sweeping streets.  Bathrooms were cleaned and prepped at Walter Ward and 

Heddon Parks.  We are working to clean-up the Butler Building, sorting, scrapping, and 

revising inventories.  Trash and recyclables were purged from the city hall basement, and a 

hole dug for a PD burn.  In addition, final preparations have been made for the spring clean-

up drive-thru event the next two Saturdays at 203 Chestnut. 

 

Three DPW members participated in virtual water distribution system training classes.  At 

least four members also enrolled for EGLE water license testing this July.  Hydrant meters 

were set for Peerless (performing some local boring work), and Los Lagos Landscaping, Inc. 

(hydro-seeding the former ICG site).  And, we continue to review the hydrant flushing plan 

for the CCWS. 

 

Water/Sewer services were disconnected in preparation for the razing of 403 W. Telegraph.  

Gordon Engineering bored a pressure line into a manhole for a new service off of M62W.  

We discovered a pump and communication issue with Pokagon for which we have reached 

out to Ferguson.  

 



Reliable Generator repaired one of the SLAUA portable generators.  We assisted SLAUA 

with setting a generator while AEP ran a new underground service line to C3, a filled-in 

ditch/ROW issue, renewing their annual MDOT permit, cleaning and pulling pumps at C1, 

and readings at the breweries.  We were also informed by Mission that they have been 

acquired by TASI Group.  

  

With the new hangar electric 

having passed inspection, MEC 

ran a new service line to the 

new pole and to both the 

old/new hangars.  MEC also cut 

a line to an abandoned pole on 

Madison where Real Pro will 

be removing the fence and 

cleaning-up the fence line.  The order of new pole-mount transformers were delivered.  

Extension disconnects were canceled on the electric side due to overnight temperatures.  We 

assisted a customer with a reported downed line at Villamere, and another requesting yard 

lights off of Meadow St. 

 

Amtrak was in for an inspection of the depot.  Mitch assisted the Cass County Transit 

Authority with a phone issue.  We issued permits to Comcast to attach to poles and bore a 

new service feed to Creative Foam.  Appliances for 505 Spruce were delivered and moved 

into the house.  Wightman surveyors were in to take elevations for the sidewalk project along 

N. Paul.  And, we are beginning preliminary preparations for the next small urban joint 

city/county project along Middle Crossing, including the signals at Prairie Ronde. 

 

Finally, we set-up for the Garden Club’s plant sale, and the Dowagiac District Library’s 

ribbon cutting on Saturday. 

 

 

Airport Manager Oscar Azevedo reports the Occupancy permit was issued Wednesday for 

the new T Hanger. Only one punch list item needs to be rectified. Contractor is waiting for 

manufacturer replacement parts under warranty. We expect to start moving the new tenants 

and their aircraft next week  

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  


